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The best of Princeton honored for their distinguished service at banquet

Jeffrey Hage

Apr 8, 2022

A loyal American Legion volunteer, a Wednesday Wonder, a couple with a

passion for VFW Poppies, a man who always has a truck ready for the

Princeton Ambassadors for area parades and four other individuals received

honors at this year’s Distinguished Service Awards banquet, sponsored by the

Princeton Ambassador Program.

The annual Distinguished Service Awards banquet was held on Tuesday, March

29, at the Princeton Civic Center.

During the banquet, the Ambassadors called upon Princeton Mayor Thom

Walker in honoring people who give of themselves for the betterment of the

Princeton community.

The 2022 Distinguished Service Awards honorees are pictured above. In the back row, left to right, are Carl Erickson, Andrea Gerrard, Princeton Amb

Kelsy Siercks and Kayla Siercks, Roseanne Volker, Lila Roehl, and Al Roehl. In the front row, left to right, are, Marlin Ege, Steve Hennessy, Faith Goenn

Ambassadors Shelby Spafford and Avery Kreuger, and Charles Dobson.
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“Seeing you out there reminds me that Princeton is a great place to live,”

Walker said, as he addressed the DSA Banquet guests.

The organizations giving the honors to its members or volunteers were: The

Princeton Ambassadors, Princeton American Legion Post 216, Mille Lacs

County Historical Society, Princeton VFW Auxiliary, Princeton Area Chamber

of Commerce, and the Princeton Lions Club.

The Princeton Ambassadors opened the ceremony honoring Carl Erickson, a

sales consultant at Princeton Auto. Erickson always has a truck available for

the Ambassadors when the girls have a parade to attended.

“Sometimes it seems like Carl knows our schedule better than we do,”

presenting Ambassador Kayla Siercks joked.

American Legion Commander Jack Edmonds recognized Legion member

Marlin Ege for his 38 years of membership and dedication to the organization.

Ege, a longtime member of the Legion honor guard, was presented with the

Legion’s prestigious lifetime membership award.

“Marlin is a valuable member of the Post,” Edmonds said. “When one of our

guys needs him, he’s just there.”

“He’s a tremendous patriot,” Edmonds continued.

Switching hats, Edmonds also honored a member of the Mille Lacs County

Historical Society.

Roseanne Volker was honored for her dedication to the organization and the

Great Northern Depot Museum.

Volker has put in endless hours in both the photograph room and the archive

room, Edmonds said, curating the storied history of the Princeton area.

“What would probably take a decade of work, she did in about three months,”

Edmonds said.

Volker is a member of a group of volunteers called the “Wednesday Wonders”

that meets each Wednesday to work on depot museum projects, Edmonds

noted.
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Rosie Papesh and David Good of the VFW honored three members with DSA

awards.

Papesh introduced Charles Dobson, who was described as a man who steps up

and helps the VFW and its auxiliary whenever he can.

VFW Commander David Good recognized the husband-wife team of Al and Lila

Roehl.

“If there’s a need, they are there,” Good said of the Roehls.

The Roehls head the VFW’s annual Poppy sales, which raises money for the

VFW Relief Fund, which helps local veterans in need. They also spearhead the

local Gifts for Kids program at Christmas time, bringing gifts to children from

families in need at Christmas time.

“They have distinguished themselves as among the best people at the VFW,”

Good said of the Roehls.

In addition to plaques recognizing their prestigious honor, Good presented the

Roehls with a new American �ag to display at their home.

The Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce honored two volunteers during the

DSA banquet: Andrea Gerrard and Faith Goenner.

The two were honored as the organization’s members of the year, said Kim

Young, executive director of the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce.

Andrea Gerrard was honored for continuously promoting the Princeton

Community.

The Chamber is grateful for Gerrard’s time and talent devoted to the

organization, Young said.

Goenner was recognized for the passion she has for small businesses and all

she does to help businesses in the Princeton area grow.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssMWDso8adAT-mYA2xy6SmB-Ta-sfC_MI_XlM9b6Xy2JV4iZXiKRIjZQAxMCbZEimxyBwyOhveMl-sPk2kAJo6HDGoDvwU9fx3ae5Vd_2YGnHSD00Ad7ag5_LH0kwH-3_V5Ajg_uNdhr_BZGUVPFBjJPCluMxJ6aoT3bXgqFQ7LuwW3js2zZxcnSP9KDTj6haceRLKALoA-4ACuJsS5etcVsZyBiXl9i0AGh8u6TBW7X5SutcRbLpDL9UNrTtLJCVsatMr9r8OwuS2LJWvrdwzJ2Kk4E_g2U7ACkQ2jkUAd1V0ZA0reXbdbegnOr44fvtKKP7cSBtEPJFSamc5JrhvsAnElpLlOpJUEqYNcIr9gROla7uo2WvTZ0Ls9howLPW_e&sai=AMfl-YQ2Mbqup15UvKl4PzjtP25gvBKDk2WmqtrLqO7u8cmKL-J038JUxN68dxQT9ZrzzyYeaE6ViZGsdSzrIElVRIxZuiqJr8vnA1PlybkL2PtKqGJu3H_n7IUQT5SjwAf3ETbLYGTfiiFRDOnXvB73&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLfi5demryXf&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/CountrySalesFurniture/


8/29/23, 1:55 PM The best of Princeton honored for their distinguished service at banquet | Princeton | hometownsource.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/union_times/community/princeton/the-best-of-princeton-honored-for-their-distinguished-service-at-banquet/article_d… 4/4

Tags David Good Vfw The Princeton Ambassadors Company Commerce Military Economics

Distinguished Service Awards Thom Walker Award Jack Edmonds

Jeff Hage

Editor

Chamber board president Carrie Vesel was on hand to present the awards with

Young.

Scott Liestman of the Princeton Lions Club presented the �nal award of the

evening.
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Recognized was Lion of the Year Steve Hennessy.

Hennessy is a Lion who always makes himself available to the service club and

is involved in many of the 60 ongoing projects of the Princeton Lions Club.

Mayor Thom Walker said it best when noting the impact of the DSA honorees

on the Princeton community.

“Princeton is great because of its volunteers, and the people being honored,”

Walker said.

Reach Jeff Hage at jeff.hage@apgecm.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22david%20good%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22vfw%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22the%20princeton%20ambassadors%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22company%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22commerce%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22military%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22economics%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22distinguished%20service%20awards%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22thom%20walker%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22award%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/search/?k=%22jack%20edmonds%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.hometownsource.com/users/profile/jhage
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvoL_3ysbfDGxzjXnL3MTaON5cDan0_uFWM9DeOE8xOKpUr-9YtjkYPnpXwymMWRogUm5U3TDL8h0CwRFB8f6-eKssZxv9doqaHJbzcccTtkDFeixucT0okS2c5KausvIpQnwUZDAjbg-WVabX0Y3Ca8VfAeIY1PxFX87CPTDZrFMJ_5Q-H6k82yBSpM555RWF5iLmftvWATbwDrwBCNZ1h5oHTbwaUDBfk9yjQMwxPOoCxRxcZNgXbT5rkhRCT-76rf0Pk40F2sgFftCpAsvNjP-R-kj2hrOYXOLUJBJcbxrjx9ekKk_Ebixxu5-k0QdJrxja5qOuMEBLzMBGxDNhWz1SX9yvsqa8Llf0apn7GCqhN_319U_SxtacfU9-xL7-Q&sai=AMfl-YTWP5dEvdHszRGiowL-vpJWYTwasViEJ7xHD3EazrHiZludKgieeTnPUbroL0kbXECmjOEdpygHxwndfxbtDqA5n1dA-YUXEBDt4cI6aAVe50xskf_8i3VZO2yGiI5iPsKtlOxdMaoOxZ8-ODPR&sig=Cg0ArKJSzF7s7gcYNlO-&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://fnbmilaca.com&nm=1
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPJUAqr_TC6M_7-hZTXfUmc0LAqRP0j_STvcLmcIjm9kuuQaWtMmTy380NptJdDqZSCd_bUiqMAIELfZ5Es6DagsfpCXG3rWZxRBUkmOZi3KgjJAqgzCZlREXdQ5qWcv52uqYgMyaPWA4T77XWTJ2eoPSgGACP_MSXcp9BXDA30vPgN2SMyy5kMqGJlqQFMDLwDbn0m6Shf6UuY3yU8C-les80dNSgvoArxT3qS5yKuWeVn-cQhvaPkRcWIxtZHTZqr47nLwGoXD4EGh4uBR6dmmqIzBrt76b4_OJOC1olH692cBV6eTSrXuzoxH9UyUnIK5950O1dkvwt5JpLznLzIofgqkD9oDbwtYVWwVuJ2ix3KxtwZBJVfOtTqET6HFYSnKk2lhd8lIt_eBFqlUed-YZJRxBFmYQ1MVBonWnUlhsyBh-YDvBolZ20-el9i1G1tq50uwe0jHM7Ayg0OIQVw63wsKGu3m1qV1-Gb8AJGlgse1xblcah-9mc0BnwkCyiR5ukRnEp_Xc8hpAvcYyZlng2Sfny8Cz_QnrDTFZ-29-t1oE2wlUuu7BaPPWKiPRckQnxn_rU82duAzq-9P5eQtM8xgPJYdTL8musrzhrDqsNzFc_2mtuGVonMMvDdqf-7vbSyV7XMT_q0bT2XMa_mttR_jcbtw66CFLHIxCtrzcWc4OuNAMAucLaIfBDMMvO4xb0wmfybd-MuosrjbpKtv9ACc-43_lllPWC9RNVjwopEcY9QnGOe0kY8QEz1F2n_p9SjOfL3pIozhEEdS2zn3cM0-yNbZm6l9TUV3hH2OB1kIR1xkjdKRfqJSwF6osgKHsmuxGph3xgZYODCuiTgEsyUtKWkiSauOX81mq8izM91GTHu9TleWtJYT-SIhojBGiUvgpUEy8xRpQD6qkXEqzWSJZjYE06jQwX6yCE8T6qB8DyMp-yp72Dmi68YkJP6-ctLjpJCMWtSm4gB2RK6Ckqxy0huC_MyMf_Iwvm9i1gfYj7zNbXUrAsGvTmnE91vclzGr9gVirvv-ulMPiWD8alNg8yNEpQ5-9yqRLcH9yoBDuoPmzxQviDsfa2KMsz4CMrcJPoHU2VrsforsXMSEj1Arr9A_yk2UxSSYoFHAgDIjvWO26L1aQGagBHy4SYQvPiOCaw2sm1WPGFm1yMyNr-64Qx9t5NKNoXyK7_2_ju3m56L724TeJKiN81L4nEV0jvP5m_yOUnvNin_IJ5kGXZYxYzRXdJsJuPHJCDtXQXDGOgt_UzTUcIBYRS0JWDlArjBcxkjf-YSE3AMf9SskGzRjZF7h-c6zTeBF86lJihLe1OxkkD5fl0W-cdh0JWdgXcGqVVgHcWgcC9EGOnGNw39WaYhqN69LySPH3yG6R4avBDNLzYc2JpT5r_OaV2RfB7paEEuQHIQC46h-TDD1MgBDiifwhNI46tm_z56b5Kn8mDRfr-9bKfDP3n_jauAA4KYHhqPp2jQxkXh1DJHZk6NT2dG0VQit4H3EQSKBoda3IJ119eUTXkSR3SLywZx9nXoqV4TwOmetRIr_dRoUeS2ArNlk2uKf6ItGdu7s8lXC_U0cAelaQrbANupa3_W28rj8JX78chYzKMM4OAvZKjrswXIrzeFvDVYV0xBV-tTFaQZMd4hiKq46HYzY-vq02QYpst81IKr9N_hDR2YpBuSeBCK4Lw4JCuOpusZAfzdrFgYXW73l
mailto:jeff.hage@apgecm.com

