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Milaca and Princeton to light up communities with holiday
kick-off events after Thanksgiving
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One of the displays on the path through Riverside Park in Princeton during the annual Light up Princeton

event in 2020.
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Immediately following Thanksgiving day, Milaca and Princeton move to usher

in the Christmas season with a weekend of events surrounding Small Business

Saturday on Nov. 26.

Events kick-off Friday evening on Nov. 25 in Milaca with the city’s annual

Community Tree Lighting from 5 - 7 p.m.

The event will feature sleigh rides, music, s’mores, cider, hot chocolate, a

camp�re, the hotdish competition, and photos with Santa.

Santa will be visiting children at the First National Bank of Milaca starting at 3

- 4�30 p.m. for photos. Following his visit at the bank, Santa will be attending

the Community Tree Lighting event.
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Those who register for the hotdish competition will have a chance to win the

50/50 prize which is based on the total of registration fees. The cost to enter

the competition is $10 for members and $20 for non-members. Sample cups

and spoons will be provided, however, registrants are asked to provide their

own tables and serving utensils.

Attendees of Milaca’s Community Tree Lighting event are encouraged to visit

participating local businesses of Small Business Saturday by checking out their

specials.
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The Milaca Arts Council (MAC) will have their holiday boutique and other

shops open for the evening. Held inside of the MAC center, MAC the Halls

features local artists and other vendors to offer early holiday shopping.

The Milaca Community Tree Lighting will take place at Alfred Olsen Memorial

Park across from the First National Bank of Milaca at 195 Second Ave. NW.

For more information about the holiday kick-off events in Milaca, visit the

Milaca Area Chamber of Commerce website at

https://www.milacachamber.com/#!directory/ord=rnd.

Over in Princeton, Small Business Saturday on Nov. 26 will also include the

annual Mini Dazzle Parade and the opening night of Light Up Princeton among

various other events around town.

Saturday will kick-off with the Small Business Saturday Scavenger Hunt

starting at the Rustic Depot at 5690 Highway 95 in Princeton.

The scavenger hunt consists of the 12 participating businesses each with a QR

code at their location on the windows or doors which will direct participants

to the next business. Participants are not required to purchase items at each

business but are encouraged to explore each location.
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Businesses around Princeton also have the opportunity to participate in the

city wide decorating contest to this year’s theme of A Candyland Christmas.

Voting for the contest will take place online on the Princeton Area Chamber of

Commerce Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/MNPACC.

From 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Ladies Local will have punch cards available at

participating businesses. For more information about the punch cards and the

businesses participating, visit their website at https://www.ladieslocal.com/.

https://www.milacachamber.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv3z8SLyS6k4sYlYgwxSGxTaMHnd7OEfO6M_QXK3shynpDKzy9MNCxpn8YDwuZABxlj2DA7c5dPkUiR3MCX-B_vWz5tjtB-PZSRVmH55IGmkCcHL0ppBnGB_HcKNmrssAPeVFRaJ_8pX9eS1kwtqRTh9GmqjP6BRA8p5LnAvaXqWw12MtIoliCGkaW_kM07nU2Yj5dHyxPlBt6sC8z5XcgnHFarRUn5c9ZZyid4-rLupkeSayJNEqBsRjpUH9wq4z5kRI6z6GjGuCq10_xd_roWD1ygrbhC2_jPT4p8FjbUpgeRonH0pCMVcLkxHmE7vdvQbaetIbbXm1O1hPdI_7L9FT-UFhZ2U8e5ZSSVQomoPniGpMtmd-o&sai=AMfl-YQiNNzJL6iCpVgBnITN3dLAqrD5yx8LkVphWlfuTQJStECuLzlwMQS6y8daEC2gC_XCClMfky2eH1njgxgODKx-gq2xDlt-MAb1i2dPrDj3sMEvQaAKcWFcnOJsfHxbcRNxt76KzkIY1Bxhs2xy&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMPDfwzvJ5B0&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://fnbmilaca.com&nm=1
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPJ-QYRdbcyo79PiLw6iD9mFLfeUPn2msdFeGd2QuPx03f53YGM-QnrkcAAiFo_8vZKBdU8OmCjIsJQfotjDlaqnHFiAGdNjCf7H-JbxJgxBVxfDpP_w7d5d6QEEhmQ5brLSzQyWoao0slle5OY2SiecluWPMIK_kgYltOm99rphcSHGmFI99HcC5z-5B4UAId2iHTF6SzQc2Izu0IRy0IXmpmJJfD0ZSkxfuEq8j59QtWtIvEVgYzb0VZGmK8OeAtY8jDESnG-kcJ8V4r5_edI9yrTd725WfekBimflKxZJkzHKGP5tphFNk9O1fVnGoYHCGJjtLokIsuDrmFpl536N31HdanvBW_-56R4NUe0zXvBDnbz3O_oGhOLFhX3ayqrea_0H_OvSYc7pidGjs-jnFLklwpd2Ki8F8F-nCbrc7eqQ9JdgZUfxfug0AdgobDWPfQaawBrT13zWWNaWN6pd_uix4_BQ_iiqtOzrZfGEnTlJIbTGlQmxXU8iEUmNo-HOtDneol7CRXz24ClKoEkGPhjvTs1BSW26GuonnZ9u2Lk_6nXKfBI6QasC3aXw5Xn_Yk-DaeS471QYoBHlgeKEipUXTz7xs8JuEfDcCSl4dalSubd8DzQM_rKi5iDkWXxGtNfovtNXTW4bwdMPuFwt-Pm1krGCmnBeD104rFBlZ1LyDB0eUDDGyLl-3GNDzITI9-vWLujlBs32f-fbdD6gy56UYDbIZPUJ8yBFTwroBjLYKXqCm2Qb6BiY5sOLMsd0Xl9Zpwtirg88tz_0V5k2VObp1qpZwv3RYuTnnbHDoENSSwtNevw-yB1PnmoHN7sjxt66_PNPVej8-9uWUaqy_fkThF6c9VqOZ4WYfh5u0aaxhk-Ymb2_4Qmnx479-_A2P87HodWDKJyl76jH0XzfA29vrpV1WkQQ3nV7QG6JBkqW6kHo5BLkVhA61mLCY4mvtYnrtJBjxpsD1k96Ds2VjPXMNlJ3NNTO47_2rXl-33SBCq66w1hhBSvCdqnWW7CMKzAQ2OVi5jrddPYCUv9PrazP50UBN2IBJ1stnVWbRtv49_Jznp7fwKietVNN1mxlZ7qpbmbIs-BmoHUIB0EjttJXg3HFAvBXzWjHA1jjKhGo-hhVk-fwv3if-Iw5f_NlCOEOKLo06wWZ4JCiUzLg84c951lbAKth8aIioqaRs0uwIhJsy9HrpkIPVk86qQj15O-re705GHvbT6PZy46nVyPKaf2KaVJbHTsXKf-4sia2KISy2TFLRqWTwp6vPNKJuyHA2_gK_ETthT-2apDkXlrAZdGvCo5F2S1S4N9kVMOXUHCButxGsYFJlQrG43D9bYCRATBr994qH4zAVBtJJSq2bGkt-yXUG3GsWSf-BxYPNlQfyIwFxAANFv-EtWPmCNKOyrzmLsebCELqapnil8w_9qZqY-miBbIF1OjS1vUkF5ijZQfk241NE0nefd5L7b5l-Ip3bg2encOP13Fd0bmb1E5Dft22XyT7CsCTtVtA1QcqeqGNJQgDu1QyW4Vy1Wtq9DJOnlMWdAKvaex0oftEQ56o7MlIZDbdBRsB1S70s3aRuDExDV32Cizjys3Ra1Ce2chiDKKULvkCXrfTvSF0_CZmzQE_FKbxaoqItrdV1DMc6VY6vYxvfxRp4TDwVG1GspSOO7BQarZ9RDFThBg3KCQvnKpM7Zgd3oJOt57QKsw
https://www.facebook.com/MNPACC
https://www.ladieslocal.com/


8/29/23, 2:31 PM Milaca and Princeton to light up communities with holiday kick-off events after Thanksgiving | Community | hometownsource.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/union_times/community/milaca-and-princeton-to-light-up-communities-with-holiday-kick-off-events-after-thanksgivin… 4/5

Starting at 2 - 4�30 p.m., the Princeton Depot Amdahl Room will welcome the

new SantaVille with crafts, photos with Santa, and more. Hosted by the Civic

Betterment Club, the Princeton Ambassadors, and the City of Princeton, the

new SantaVille will also include the American Christmas Lighting Display from

1882-1992, its bubble lights, and the history behind them. Bring a non-

perishable item for the Princeton Pantry and receive a free hot chocolate from

the Princeton Cub Scouts. The Princeton Depot is located at 101 10th Ave. S.

Following SantaVille, is the annual Mini Dazzle Parade at 5�30 p.m. The parade

will run through downtown Princeton starting at Princeton City Hall, moving

down First St., and ending at the Princeton Library. The parade will not turn

on Rum River Dr. to go past Pizza Pub.

Immediately after the Mini Dazzle Parade will be the Tinsel, Twinkle, Truck or

Treat event in the Princeton North Mall parking lot from 6 - 7 p.m. Food

trucks, s’mores, a camp�re, and more will be available for everyone to enjoy.

Light Up Princeton will begin around the same time as the Tinsel, Twinkle,

Trunk or Treat. Opening between 6�15 - 6�30 p.m., the drive-through event will

feature a couple of new displays this year including more lights and the

addition of an extra tunnel. Kim Young of the Princeton Area Chamber of

Commerce stated that the tiger will also be back on display this year.
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Drivers will be asked to line-up on the shoulder of Rum River Dr. near the

designated signs. While the event is free, free will donations will be accepted.

Donations of non-perishable food items for the Princeton Pantry will also be

collected.

Any volunteer group working Light Up Princeton will get to name a non-pro�t

organization to receive half of the donations made each night the display is

open. The other half of the donations will go to the Princeton Pantry and Light

Up Princeton for the following year.

After its opening night, Light Up Princeton will be open every night through

Dec. 25 from 6 - 9 p.m.

For more information about the holiday kick-off events in Princeton, visit the

Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce website at

www.Princetonmnchamber.org.

Reach Chloe Smith at chloe.smith@apgecm.com
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