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Princeton’s looking a little more age-friendly

Chloe Smith

Feb 2, 2023

The City of Princeton is making moves to create a more age-friendly city with

the city council’s approval of the Age-Friendly Princeton Action Plan presented

to it during it’s meeting on Thursday, Jan. 26.
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The Age-Friendly Princeton Action Plan has been in the works between the

city and the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism since 2020

when Princeton became one of the eight cities in Minnesota’s Age-Friendly

Communities through AARP.

The goal of the plan, as stated, is to make the Princeton area a better place to

live for residents of all ages, in all stages of life.
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The action plan begins by looking at the demographics of the city of Princeton

which states that of the 4,843 people who lived in the city in 2020, the majority

of them were adults with 958 of which were seniors.

According to AARP and stated in the action plan, it is estimated that the

number of adults over the age of 65 will be greater than the number of

children under 18, with one quarter of all Americans age 65 or older living in

small towns and rural communities.

The work of the plan began in 2021 when a survey was conducted within the

city to gain perspective on how the community can offer support to all age

groups.

From the results of the survey, the Age-Friendly Princeton leadership team

discovered three out of the eight identi�ed domains of livability in the survey

in which community members wished to see improvements.

The �rst domain was communication and information, the second was social

participation and respect, and the third was transportation.

In identifying these three areas of improvement, the action plan states that the

city wants to improve communications by improving knowledge of technology

and spreading information through that avenue, focus on the development of a
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“Community Center without Walls” to provide more community gathering

spaces, and improve the knowledge of the city’s current transportation

system.

The other domains of livability identi�ed in the survey were outdoor spaces

and buildings, housing, civic participation and employment, community

support and health services, and public safety and preparedness.
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The survey went through all eight domains to �nd the strengths and

weaknesses of Princeton, as well as what people would like to see for the

community.

Lastly, the Age-Friendly Action Plan included speci�c objectives for the three

weakest domains starting with the communication and information domain.

The vision of this domain as stated is to make Princeton “a city that enables

residents to gain the information they want and need in a variety of formats

that provides accessibility to all.”

Some of the objectives listed to achieve this goal are to continue the

promotion of the city’s “This is Princeton” website as a hub of information,

create a space for centralized information at community gathering spots, and

offer technology classes and support.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv-WwRltBI2VJ7eFbmfVhpJnTENCpmkIRpLf0i1eHiBM2vn9QCbq6ulovaZRdz2BdOCUXR_Kt3epntxfiXVtaVN-yrvLa4sdlGQMyA0dqd8Gu1K6SRWCePLlMnDbc2_JWFh3kkwS0T8FaAKFg-ZBIb4eoW3GjZ542Bch9rvLy__eFwww44IpdNWwfjJ42G-S-34IIAZ0j1Z1uY04PX5Fvow_7nIs0rT0ZHh8QOXuiKTD8A73EXkUezT4_rtftKTBU9LCrxVcycHi-RYBpRksRBCxLUEaoIFdWxzHGjnDtcWmcbfCdgNXYxu64sQ1j9ZXDgyxR7aVsPdLLz44KbNtBSo5slN-v1rMGsp2D6mc7EO4ollpYEVd10&sai=AMfl-YQ-05RBx0JgOboM-AR8nvs1-PVXQ7puozxf9gMBp1jabzXVNyTJFybogyA0CjzIN77W_Z_CqFXzVmO-N0Ipc0N5bXQhCGEwkbs-FedyQTLiWyjdeuBqCUMZDmLjjsiGa0i942VIWop4LsIvF7iz&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLJhwq9xwmVy&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/CountrySalesFurniture/
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AVs1JPLPpMsgo2FwTjIqaX1uTgWsW6giwEn0STbZ5q-SOkvKt6kivc2HZD6n5HzRyv8D2d3OYHVkmB9bBdvubhEKjTmU6YK_wP1loXve_Hju1CtTV1xIE9eh1GdsKj7qi5WpvBZvsSGQEAm6R-2ahV5kHFxE_y3aRZR_7WZCTNuhaMB7jzb8NCrU06SvAOEuQfQ1adCe3wrONAMOve1QepBpD85B5jQMEWgA1bDiaCOx8ZY3lgTJFlbICN8EoZd6YDytrlb0Jx06iJiUH1PWTUwZOhj-jY01qL8qCfPa2qX_we3d7Rho_AzaRhbMvdfMdqQasgYE89pM89OBcppYTGB_Zq0QIuFmcHdNrqDAOtRvPffKPFlTTvryzeszaScnw4sP073OoPwhq1uKFBYym_atgUmxXxrQRyLBiYImVEeWarC6UuZIYjfHr8SKywcKRoJz-feh_qVptOK2nvRle0pgklOWWdKEPH2hbK1XwxPaJpNbSV0WSo3Ip-mYmjIkmOB1Ac3HUIHeS1-FSaZdlTHZ5VrClQawkFxNUTjxcvfKqYXjuWZ86K2nLUC_VVDJzqIW1dNLIk8SykWucRnSBcGVqhQ6jrLTGRm0DwvXM8NTLe3cueGTfZ8CwzFrN2f5-6JK2YTrzUsn9gPG-Jj-xlK4lnoyCUokobWzJYMMuQz8niVXkxS6f00BKqMHBjFtmEH0AZtCG7A0IuMmo-v6eokYDJpvuGNyQiZBxBxAY9FWZIE7NvNdpUNEG6a3Fs7bLdk_m4LRmybij7mvj3M4QowPg1cdZaGU4Srn77xdX_EefGE0f_n20UY7kGM81r9Mz2XVf6ldQtEqGHV0QxBmwF-REGr1y3j3ROWwZX4bzmIRk-ufs1Wy5Hq5O7_ewTLflABFq20EERbtdXmQvyMtVr-zjXTARWFL9Un3HUWWCHo5FFRrHsGGUyyB1XuBH9WNxY3wRvEoM6Ci_dJRzXU12wYAqnCMtUOXTgdKHf02ZSv6VR4vfVIwcRY2GWLrTQqFSCwc1qprwRHRZNjdhvfOoJQpIe2kM93S93WLrfTqak2c9MKKsxWCWsGdsdr9o16d4iJVYUGv21s3MpOVBedB6x3oL_CyVMv_32_221e-XvXOIdIDQE4QHPu8vagxPrvSuHF1aobFNzfMX6wqXOY7AerkcJ9MAjv2cOWmndzjr9ke8jL2qculvFiTlNgVS6tgzFMkb3yXcc2R8frreuLZIyZV9pWelFS989HYDx8p-X5jWp--NFojvaJ7uOgAu478SpoZltOvNr30zcFapfBgvkztxcGTGEMXk_HkhLVilRlLmyrx1pLBe9yvC_UZTv0A6xRZs6WTbiV4pyhTV_Eef9P5VI6zYZaC7KfXJOp2FV0VulDvOBi6T8xYCOAAmxr5htlLffWpIqVu4cibaVR5DjsaJkBDo5pV7QwTsJYw5PeBP-tlS1zbVQMRrt6Jfd6DJhamnMf8YKXBnA5K7eDjX-E1zvMFVhF-f3-VoiG9N6oCTyLHdNawll4gVgyuwk1b-ZZGXZ1lKcOTALy5GeRnppbrPewjRaNdFz6PjbIa3YikThrrUiZJzoowpXzOXNKkbKwPZqskb5KNy8x8SGgS7ZsdRTkxDLk8-g


8/29/23, 2:11 PM Princeton’s looking a little more age-friendly | Community | hometownsource.com

https://www.hometownsource.com/union_times/community/princeton-s-looking-a-little-more-age-friendly/article_6fe9c1a4-a24f-11ed-8eb0-53558b390… 4/5

The second domain with speci�c objectives listed in the action plan is social

participation and respect with a vision of “a city that offers opportunities for

residents to be included in activities in a meaningful way, by offering

accessible, affordable, and intergenerational activities.”

The objectives listed under this domain are to develop a “Community Center

without Walls,” continue discussions with the Princeton School District and

other important groups within the community about building a community

center, encourage businesses and nonpro�ts to host community events, and

encourage volunteer re-engagement.

The last domain listed with speci�c objectives was transportation. The vision

of the transportation domain in Princeton is “A city where everyone has access

to safe and sustainable transportation services that are affordable and provide

a full range of mobility options to connect
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residents to critical services and each other.”

The transportation domain was identi�ed in the survey as the one in most

need of improvement, and also has the most objectives compared to the other

domains identi�ed.

A few of the identi�ed objectives under transportation are to improve the

Public Bus Transportation Service design to include accessibility of hours and

geographic areas, offer Lyft or Uber transportation services, offer more trails

for biking, and develop a marketing plan to promote the public transportation

system.

With the Princeton City Council’s approval of the Age-Friendly Princeton

Action Plan, the council also approved the plan to be sent to AARP for review

as the age-friendly communities are identi�ed through AARP.
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Editor

For more information about the Age-Friendly Princeton Action Plan, visit the

City of Princeton’s website at

https://www.princetonmn.org/community_info/seniors.php.

Reach Chloe Smith at chloe.smith@apgecm.com
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